But pleasant as it is to look back on the past with a glow of pride, such a survey is profitable only so far as it enables us to see more clearly into the future. It is therefore appropriate that in this first number of our Scottish Medical Journal we should state our hopes and desires. They are indeed quite simple.
We consider that there is a place for a journal which, on account of its national character, will command the support of all four Schools of Medicine in Scotland. In turn the Journal will inevitably reflect their spirit and enterprise. The Editors will not, we hope, be accused of excessive bias if they assume that a medical worker in Scotland with an original article for publication should consider first the claims of the Scottish Medical Journal. It will be our policy to 46 maintain a high standard of selection of scientific material and to aim at perfection of technical production; if our endeavours ar~successful, we aspire to win a place for this Journal amongst those which have earned international status. We shall therefore welcome articles of merit on any aspect of medical science from workers anywhere in Britain and indeed further afield. We shall neither cater for nor try to represent any particular medical group. By setting ourselves high ideals, we believe that the Journal will make an appeal to practitioners who are family doctors no less than to those whose work is highly specialised.
Pride~n. local associations is a strong characteristic of the Scot. It is therefore natu~al that he should glory in the heritage of I11S own corner of Scotland. This is a source of strength, but it is also a weakness if thereby he forgets that there is the greater national heritage. Throughout the history of Scottish medicine there has been much coming and going between the four Universities; there is a long score of mutual indebtedness. We believe that in our endeavour to meet the challenge of our times much will be gained by the establishment of even closer contacts between the four Schools of Medicine. It is our conviction that the formation of the Scottish Medical Journal provides a great opportunity for co-ordinating medical activities in the Northern Kingdom.
Enough has been said to justify the production of this new Journal. Clearly those who have been most concerned in its initial production have not been afraid to set themselves the highest aspirations. But the Board of Managers and the Editors are realists. A journal is a mirror reflecting the character and standards of its contributors and editors. We hope and believe that this new Journal will prove worthy of its heritage. A. Rae Gilchrist (Vice-Chairman) 
Thomas Anderson (Chairman)

